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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1 . The claims 1 - 1 9 are currently pending and have been examined. 

2. This Office Action is response to the application filed on April 09, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Eichstaedt et al. (US 
Patent No. 7,188,072 B2) ("Eichstaedt"). 

5. Referring to claim 1 . Eichstaedt discloses the following: 

a) a plurality of distinct data management systems (312,314,316), such as CAD, PLM, ERP, 
each for creating respective technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 
through column 2, lines 29); and 

b) importing technical product data relating to a user- selectable project from a plurality of the 

data management systems (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44); 

c) creating an exchange package representing user-selectable parts of the imported technical 
product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); and 
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d) providing the exchange package to a computer system located at at least one of the other 
collaborating companies (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 

6. Referring to claim 2 . Eichstaedt further discloses a further data management system for 
operating on technical product data (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44); 
retrieving the exchange package; and exporting user-selectable technical product data from the 
exchange package to the further data management system (see column 2, lines 33 through 
column 3, lines 44). 

7. Referring to claim 3 . Eichstaedt further discloses wherein a computer system of at least 
one of the collaborating companies includes a third editing system for: retrieving the exchange 
package (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44); combining user- 
selectable parts of technical product data in the retrieved exchange package into a fiirther 
exchange package (see column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); and 

providing the further exchange package to a computer system located at least one sub-contractor 
of the collaborating company (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 

8. Referring to claim 4 , Eichstaedt further discloses add technical product data into the 
exchange package (see column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); remove a user-selectable 
part of the imported technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through 
column 2, lines 29); modify a user-selectable part of the imported technical product data (see 
figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 
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9. Referring to claim 5 ., Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the editing system is operative 
to automatically insert traceability data into the exchange package representative of control 
operations of a user of the editing system (see column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 

10. Referring to claim 6 . Eichstaedt fiirther discloses for added technical products data: a 
representation of the added technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 
through column 2, lines 29); a representation of the removed technical product data (see abstract, 

figure 1 , column 1 , lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); and a representation of both the original 
and modified technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, 
lines 44). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 7 , Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the editing system is operative 
to import technical product data that relates to a same baseline of the project from the plurality of 
the data management systems (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 
44). 

12. Referring to claim 8 , Eichstaedt further discloses retrieving the exchange package (see 
column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44); adding problem reporting data relating to at least 
one entity of the technical product data in the retrieved exchange package, forming an extended 
exchange package (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44); and providing 
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the extended exchange package to at least one computer system of a collaborating company (see 
column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 

1 3 . Referring to claim 9 . Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the editing system is operative 
to represent technical product data in a further exchange package in the form of a delta 
description that covers changes with respect to technical product data represented in a previously 
provided exchange package and to incorporate a reference to the previously provided exchange 
package in the further exchange package (see column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 

14. Referring to claim 10 . Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the data exchange package 
includes a header and optional attachments for representing technical product data in a data 
management system specific format, such as a specific CAD format (see abstract, figure 1, 
column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 

1 5 . Referring to claim 11 . Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the technical product data in 
the exchange package is arranged in a plurality of entities, and the exchange package includes for 

each of the entities information on one of the collaborating companies that has ownership of the 
entity; the editing system being operative to, under control of a user, trigger transfer of the 
ownership for a user-selectable entity in the exchange package to another one of the 
collaborating companies (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 
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16. Referring to claim 12 , Eichstaedt fiirther discloses wherein the editing system is operative 
to include in metadata of the header of the exchange package an indication of a current owner, an 
indication of a desired owner, and an indication of a date of transfer of ownership to the desired 
owner (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 

17. Referring to claim 13 . Eichstaedt fiirther discloses wherein metadata in the header 
includes status information on sub-projects of the project (see abstiact, figure 1, column 1, lines 
14 through column 2, lines 29); the editing system being operative to convert status information 

imported from a data management system in a data management specific format to a 
predetermined format (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 

18. Referring to claim 14 . Eichstaedt fiirther discloses an attachment fiirther specifies 
information in a related entity (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 
29); information in an attachment is derived from information in a related attachment (see figure 
1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); an attachment is hierarchically related to 
another attachment (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 

19. Referring to claim 15 , Eichstaedt fiirther discloses wherein metadata in the header 
includes information on a task of the collaborating companies, such as a developer task, 
manufacturer task, supplier task, or service maintenance task (see figure 1, column 2, lines 33 
through column 3, lines 44). 
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20. Referring to claim 16 , Eichstaedt further discloses wherein the header is in the XML 
format (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 44). 



2 1 . Referring to claim 17 . Eichstaedt further discloses importing technical product data 

relating to a user-selectable project from a plurality of distinct data management systems, such as 
CAD, PLM, ERP, each for creating respective technical product data (see figure 1, column 1, 
lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); creating an exchange package representing user-selectable 
parts of the imported technical product data (see figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, 
lines 29); and providing the exchange package to a computer system located at at least one of the 
other collaborating companies (see abstract, figure 1, column 2, lines 33 through column 3, lines 
44). 



22. Referring to claim 18 , Eichstaedt discloses the following: 

a) importing technical product data relating to a user-selectable pro3ect from a plurality of 
distinct data management systems , such as CAD, PLM, ERP, each for creating respective 
technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); 

b) creating an exchange package representing user-selectable parts of the imported technical 
product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); and 

c) providing the exchange package to a computer system located at at least one of the other 
collaborating companies (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29). 
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23. Referring to claim 19 . Eichstaedt further discloses importing technical product data 
relating to a user-selectable pro3ect from a plurality of distinct data management systems , such 
as CAD, PLM, ERP, each for creating respective technical product data (see absfract, figure 1, 
column 1, lines 14 through column 2, lines 29); creating an exchange package representing user- 
selectable parts of the imported technical product data (see abstract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 
through column 2, lines 29); and providing the exchange package to a computer system located 
at at least one of the other collaborating companies (see absfract, figure 1, column 1, lines 14 
through column 2, lines 29). 

24. Examiner's Note: The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the 
prior art of record within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in 
preparing the response, should consider fully the entire reference as potentially teaching all or 
part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Conclusion 

25 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant' s 
disclosure. 
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26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the patent 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Kamal whose telephone number is (571) 270-3272. The 
Patent examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (8:30am -7:00pm), Friday off. 

27. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for this 
origination where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

28. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published application 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

29. Statues information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http ://pair-directed.uspto . gov . 

30. Should you have any questions on accessing to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 1(866) 217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance 
from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call 1(800) 786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 1(571) 272-1000. 

SK 

April 21, 2009 

/EVENS J. AUGUSTIN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



